Welcome
on behalf of
MetroAlliance Church!

We're glad you’ve chosen to join us and
we hope this booklet enhances your time with us today!
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Welcome: A word from Juri

Hey! Welcome, welcome, welcome!

Thanks for being our guest today! It’s great to have you worshipping with us.
As our guest, please don’t hesitate to let us know if there’s anything we can
do for you.

God has us here to unite diverse people with God and one another. We do
this through love, in truth, by faith, with forgiveness, and for community.

We embarked on this mission of Oneness in 2001 with the intention of loving
& serving the west side community of Cleveland, with its 21-plus nationalities
represented within just a few blocks of our meeting place.

Much of this cultural diversity is visible in our congregation. This ensures that
our potlucks will always have a variety of interesting dishes to sample! ©

It also reminds us that we are part of a global fellowship known as the
Christian & Missionary Alliance (The Alliance). Along with our global Alliance
brother and sisters, we believe (for more, visit www.CMAlliance.org):

e Prayeris the primary work of the people of God. Philippians 4:6-7

e Everything we have belongs to God. We are only stewards. 1 Chronicles
29:14

e Knowing and obeying God’s Word is fundamental to all true success.
Joshua 1:8

e Completing the Great Commission requires mobilizing every fully
devoted disciple. Matthew 28:19
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e Lost people matter to God. He wants them found. Luke 19:10

e Without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish
nothing. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5

e Achieving God’s purposes involves taking faith-filled risks; this always
involves change. Hebrews 11:6

My prayer is that you will enjoy worshipping with us today and come back
again and again. | look forward to
meeting you personally and getting
to know you better. And if you come
to one of our picnics, I'll be happy to |
grill you up a burger!

God bless you!
- Juri

Grilling and Chilling at Edgewater Park
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Facility: Getting around

Our building may be small, but it’s still unfamiliar to you. We want you to feel
completely comfortable and at home. The information that follows will
explain where things are and where you can safely leave your kids if you have
children.

Quick! Where are the restrooms?

After your morning coffee or tea, supplemented by more from the
Fellowship Hall, you may need to take a pit stop before or after service.
Gender specific restrooms are located off of the hall separating the sanctuary
and the fellowship hall.

Tip: the women’s room has two stalls — one is hidden behind the main
restroom door.

| hear there’s coffee in the Fellowship Hall?

The Fellowship Hall (on the west side of the building) has multiple purposes.
Before and after each service you can grab a snack or a cup of coffee. You
will find that people hang out here to socialize and catch up with one
another.

What’s a “Blue-tiful” room?

The Blue-tiful room is named, obviously, after its color. We use this room for
a number of purposes: If you are a nursing mother and need a private place
to feed your baby, this is a great place. You can also use it to catch up with or
pray with a friend. You may also notice meetings taking place here before or
after services. We also keep the lost and found box in here.

Parking

You obviously found a place to park...on the street, unless of course you
walked. There is another option if the streets are full of cars. The Lutheran
Housing Corporation (just down from the church building between Lorain
and Bridge Ave.) on W. 45" lets us use their lot on Sundays and evenings.
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The MAC persona

We've got personality!

Before we go any further, we thought it only fair that we share a bit about
who we are as a congregation. Who are we really? What are we like?

On the surface, we appear to be a small, ordinary Christian and Missionary
Alliance church, meeting in Ohio City (near west side of Cleveland) in an old
brick building. You know; just your common, plain church folk. Not!

Diverse and united

We are a group of very diverse people desiring to love God and share that
love with one another and the community. We are a “come as you are” kind
of group, pretty laid back and real. When one of us has a need, we boldly ask
God for help —and he amazingly answers. We care about each other in real
and tangible ways — anything from bringing meals to a new mom or snow-
blowing someone’s driveway after a winter storm.

Loving God and each other

We are excited to dig into the Scriptures and apply it to our lives. Usually, the
preaching you will hear is delivered in an expository style, rather than
topical. Most sermons are part of a series that is focused on a book of the
Bible.

We also love interacting with one another, through women’s and men’s
retreats, monthly workshops, weekly small groups, and in other ways. Oh,
and we all have a sense of humor. We guarantee that at least once during
each service, something will happen that will make everyone laugh.

Hmm. Maybe we are just ordinary folk. Just like you! At any rate, we’re glad
you’re here and hope you enjoy hanging out with us...and enjoy getting to
know God along with us.
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Worship Celebration: What to expect-ish

The MetroAlliance faith community embraces the encouragement found in
Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.”

What does this mean in plain English? Simple.

We really like getting together to enjoy each others’ company and to worship
the God. We do this every Sunday at 9:07AM and 11:07AM. You're always
welcome to join us in one or both services; whatever works best for you.

Coffee?

What you will experience is, initially, a lot of milling around and talking
before each service. Many people can often be found next door in the
Fellowship Hall, enjoying a cup of coffee, hot chocolate, and maybe a Danish
or other pastry.

“Ish”-time

Speaking of “ish,” our service start times may vary a few minutes; you know,
9:07-ish and 11:07-ish. We like to hang out and catch up on each other’s
weeks. But don’t worry, you’ll know when it’s time to start because Juri or
someone will begin reading from Scripture and then they will pray and invite
everyone to stand and sing along with the music team.

Sing along: part one

The words of each song will be projected on the wall up front...most of the
time (please pray for no technical difficulties). The music will vary in style
from downright raucous to traditionally meditative; but the focus is always
on worshipping God.

Mix it up: Don’t be shy

After a few songs, we will have a “meet and greet” time which is a great
opportunity to introduce yourself to the folks sitting around you, warm up
your coffee, or sneak out to the restrooms. After a few minutes, whoever’s
leading that morning (usually Juri) will ask everyone to have a seat.
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Body Life

Body Life is a time when we share needs, fellowship and pray for one
another. We do this a few ways:

e Prayer time: an opportunity to share praises and request prayer. Pastor
Juri may mention a few special needs and pray for them.

e Birthdays may be acknowledged with a rousing rendition of “Happy
Birthday.”

e About once a month, we also celebrate our common-union through
communion.

Sing along: part two
Next is more singing. By now, you should be in the swing of things.
The heart of our worship

Central to every worship celebration is the sermon. The sermon may be
delivered by Juri, one of the men in the church, or a guest speaker.
Regardless of who preaches, every message is solidly grounded in the Bible
and will provide you with some practical tips for living life.

Feel free to hang around

After the service, you are welcome to hang around and talk to people, have
another cup of coffee, or ask for prayer. If there is anything we can do for
you, please let us know.
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Children: How we disciple them

From newborns to school age, we have people ready to share God’s love
with your children.

NOTE: Please know that anyone who works with children has been
background checked and trained. We also protect your children by
always having more than one worker with each group at all times.

You will find classrooms for the children both downstairs and in the
Fellowship Hall (ask anyone for guidance).

The Nursery (ages newborn through 2)

The nursery is where care is provided for newborns through age 2 for the
9:07AM and 11:07AM services. Cribs, swings, and rocking chairs are there to
keep babies safe and comfortable.

As they grow older, a play area is available with a wide range of age-
appropriate toys (that are cleaned after every service). Our aim is to love on
your children and to keep them safe.

You will be asked to sign your child in and out, and to hand them over the
gate since only approved nursery workers are allowed inside the room.

We will also ask you to put a name tag on your diaper bag so we can more
easily care for your child if they need a diaper change or a snack.

Preschool Room (ages 2 through 5)

Preschool children (ages 2-5) are cared for and taught by the famous Miss
Debbie and a host of fun-loving adult workers. Care is provided for this age
group only during the 11:07AM service.

Your child is sure to have a great time learning about Jesus and God’s love for
them and playing with one another. This is a room full of child-sized energy.
On any given week, your children may play with Play-Doh, color, sing, dance,
participate in a lesson, or watch a movie.

Kid’s Church (ages 5 through 11)

Because these children are learning about structure and responsibility,
during the first part of the 11:07AM service (singing, announcements, prayer
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time), they stay in the sanctuary and participate with you in the worship
celebration.

Special bulletins are provided on the back table with age-appropriate
activities that are related to the week’s sermon.

After the singing in the 11:07AM service, children are dismissed to Kid’s
Church which is lead by a team of adults. There they will sing, play with Play-
Doh, and participate in an engaging Bible-discussion. Expect your child to
come back talking about what they learned about God this week.

Still have questions?

If you’re wondering about something we didn’t mention, please feel free to
grab someone and ask questions. We're pretty friendly people and want to
make sure you enjoy your time with us.

A
9 4
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Adult discipling: Jamming and Rapping

MetroAlliance folks are not usually satisfied to merely “do” church. We are
intent on creating disciples of Christ who are equipped to engage and
minister to people in neighborhood, schools, workplaces and around the
world.

A core piece of our discipling process involves what we call Jams and Raps:

e Jams are monthly interactive workshops, each centered on one of the
five key pillars flowing from our mission.

e Raps are month long, weekly study groups made up of Jam session
participants delving more deeply into the associated book of the Bible.

Jam sessions

These interactive workshops are usually held every month, most often on
Saturdays running from 9:00AM until 1:00PM. Come early for breakfast and
enjoy coffee during the entire session! The content of each Jam comes from
our mission statement and is connected to a book of the Bible:

28§ SEA&G G2 dzyAGS RAOGSNBS LIS2LX S
X ¢ K NE.oz&l KL John). The Love Jam is your opportunity to discover

MetroAlliance: people who love our savior, and live our mission, and information
on how to join the family of God and this local expression of it. (Note: Required
for those wishing to become members of MAC.)

XL ’Xfrutﬁ (Ephesians). The Truth Jam is a powerful time of intense prayer

and instruction revealing the lies people believe, the power of truth, and how you
can begin to live free.

X . [Baiti{James). The Faith Jam helps you to discover yourself by exploring

your SHAPE: your gifts, passions, personality, and experiences, and how can they
be used to serve God.

X 2 A Bokgiveness (1 Peter). The Forgiveness Jam is centered on
practical holiness. How are holiness, maturity, and emotional maturity
connected? What about the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, giving and
fellowship? How can | overcome bitterness through forgiveness?

X C Zdlmunity (Philippians). The Community Jam digs into how to make
a difference in the world by sharing the love of God, viewing yourself and the
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world from God’s eyes, understanding cultural differences, and discovering God’s
mission for your life.

Rap Groups

If you are used to typical church small groups, then Rap sessions may seem a
bit, well, different! Rap sessions are dynamic in that they flow out of each of
the Jam sessions and generally last only 4 to 6 weeks, as decided by the
group. This is how Rap groups are formed:

You attend a specific Jam session.

You initiate contact with 2-3 others (of your gender) at the Jam session
to form a Rap group.

You and those you connect with decide when, where, and how often to
meet.

This gives you and those in your Rap group the opportunity to discuss the
Jam information, dig into the associated book of the Bible, and get to know
each other better. Other characteristics of Rap groups include:

Teacher-less groups to share, support, and pray for one another, grow
as friends and in God.

Biblical. Instead of workbooks and pre-picked questions, Raps use a
form of inductive Bible study, allowing everyone to learn how to study
the Bible more effectively.

Flexible. Your group chooses the day, the time, the length. You can
create a new group following every Jam, or stick with the same people
for a while.

Nurturing. Rap groups are same-gendered, or couples with couples.
This is a protection, as well as a way to help men open up to other men,
and women to women. Very small single-gender groups can nurture a
depth in the relationships, an intimacy that is hard to duplicate safely in
larger mixed groups.
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Our logo: The meaning(s)

O

Mesmerizing, isn’t it? It’s a swirlygig! Don’t stare at it too long or it may make
you dizzy! Just kidding.

Actually, it’s just the logo of MetroAlliance Church, and there are layers of
meaning behind the various elements.
Layer one: from sin to royalty

The black represents the sin of the world that is overcome by the red blood
of Christ that makes us a royal priesthood as indicated by the purple. The
white at the center of the logo represents the holiness Christ imparts to each
of us.

Layer two: different yet unified

The three colors also represent the diversity of personalities within our
church: Every member and regular attendee brings a unique life experience
and perspective to the congregation.

There is one central, unifying factor that is common to each of us: we are
dependent upon the white-hot grace of God for our very existence.

Layer three: one God with three expressions

God rules in our lives as expressed through the Trinity of God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, as represented in the three elements of
color in the logo. And we believe in the Truth of God’s pure Word, the Bible,
which we hold to be true and inerrant, as represented by the white center of
the logo.

Uniquely called to a central mission

Taken together, the logo represents how this body has been uniquely called
to serve this community in proclaiming Christ.

We hope you'll join us in this mission.
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Butwait! Thereds mor e

We hope the information included in this welcome packet has been useful
for you. But there is more to who we are than what’s included here, and
these are things you’ll discover as you come back.

There are lots of ways to get connected:
e Financial Peace University is offered a couple of times a year.
e During the summer, we have picnics at Edgewater Park.
e Some of the women get together to do scrapbooking.
e Culture fest occurs in the fall.
e The men have periodic game nights.
e We participate with other area CMA churches in their activities.

e We are always looking for people to help with our various ministries,
such as worship team, sound room, teaching, etc.

These and other activities and events will be mentioned every week in the
bulletin, on our website, and on our Facebook page. You are always welcome
to ask someone about what might be happening through the week. We want
you to feel welcome and comfortable, and will be glad to help you get
connected. Again, thanks for visiting today! We sincerely hope you will come
back.

Contact Information:

Address: 4504 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44102
Website: www.MetroAlliance.net
Phone: (216)631-1743
Prayer requests: prayer@metroalliance.net
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/MetroAllianceChurch
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Thanks for visiting
MetroAlliance Church!

We hope you’ll come back!

©

MetroAlliance
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